
The Board of Directors for the Laurel Area Interfaith 
Volunteers Caregivers Inc. Faith in Action program 
met in November 2008 for the annual Strategic 
Planning Session.  Phil Dymond facilitated the event 
that was held at Saint Vincent Parish. 
 
The Board and Executive Director developed a new 
Vision statement to better define the programÕs goals 
and outcomes.   
 
The Vision:  “Through the efforts of a dedicated team 
of professional staff and trained volunteers, the 
Laurel Area Faith in Action program is recognized as 
the organization which provides the opportunity for 
older adults to continue to live in their home with an 
overall sense of well-being.” 
 
The Mission:  “To enhance the quality of life for 
persons 60 years and older who reside in the Greater 
Latrobe and Ligonier areas by providing 
companionship and assistance.”  This remains 
unchanged from the launch of our program in late 
2001. 
 
We are proud to be serving almost 300 care receivers in 
the Greater Laurel area and are working to expand our 
services to include more in our greater community.   
We are not only able to enhance lives, but we are 
actually helping many of our elderly neighbors remain 
in their homes longer.  The impact of this service is  
being felt county-wide and outcomes are being  
measured by the United Way of Westmoreland County 
and other community organizations. 
 
 
 
 
 

Welcome  
Holy Family Church 

New Volunteer  Team! 
 
         Proud Agency of  

         since 2005. 
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2008 
500+ Participants 
200+ Active Volunteers 
297 Care recipients 
96     New recipients 2008 
42  Community Partners 
17   Board Members 
6,000   Volunteer  Hours 
 

Services that 
Made a Difference! 

Caregiver relief       128 visits 
Erra nds/shopping    883 tri ps 
Fri endly visits           931 visits 
Fri endly calls         1,233 calls 
Rides to the doctor    324 visits 
Rides for  shopping   193 tri ps 
Rides Ð other           169 tri ps 
      

Generosity!  
Foundations, churches, 

organizations, businesses 
   79 donated almost  $62,000 
 

Individuals, memorials,  
and events 

    265 donated over  $10,000! 
  
          

Included with this newsletter is information about Excela HealthÕs L ifeline Services.  They 
offer a personal emergency response system that is monitored locally 24 hours a day, 7 days 
a week.  It is just over a $1 a day and can help frail, elderly remain in their homes with an 
overall sense of well being.  Please read the insert for more information. 
 

Make a differ ence in someoneÕs lifeÉ  
Volunteer or Donate today!  
Laurel Area Faith in Acti on  

 (724) 539-4357 
fai thinaction@msn.com         www. laurelfia.org 

 

Our Mission: To enhance the quality of life for persons 60 years and older who reside in the Greater 
Latrobe and Ligonier areas by providing companionship and assistance. 

Neighbor to Neighbor  

 

Advent Gifts A  
Great Success! 

Maryann Aukerman, Ray   
Honeychuck Fay Frye, and Sibby 
McLaughlin display Advent tins 
made in by volunteers in November 
2008.   Volunteers wrapped 2250 
gifts and filled 450 cookie tins with 
the gifts.  Over 300 were delivered to 
program participants and others 
were sold to friends of the program. 
 
We have received many notes from 
care recipients who told us how 
much they enjoyed the giftÉ  
 
ÒThank you for the wonderful Advent 
gift.  My son came each Sunday 
morning and he would remind me to 
open the gift and he helped me read 
them.  The reading was so 
meaningful.  I enjoyed all of it!Ó 
 
ÒÉ I also want to thank you for the 
Advent gifts.  I had never seen such 
gifts and stories before and they were 
a joy to me.ÓÉ  

New Vision for  Laurel Area 
Faith in Action! Dynamic Growth! 

 

                        We have ÒThe Spir itÓ 
 
 
 



 

 

Faith in Action 
Neighbors helping 

NeighborsÉ  
Make a difference in 

someoneÕs life! 
Get involved today!  

                            

GLMA  LAIVC 
Laurel Area Faith in Action Program 
1414 Ligonier  Street, P.O. Box 854 
Latrobe, PA  15650 
(724) 539-4357   
faithinaction @msn.com 
www.laurelfia.org 
 
 

 

Our Vision:  “Through the efforts of a dedicated team of professional staff and trained volunteers, the Laurel 
Area Faith in Action program is recognized as the organization which provides the opportunity for older adults to 
continue to live in their home with an overall sense of well-being.” 

      Laurel Faith in Action –“ Changing lives, Two at a time” 
 
 
 

New Programs are Planned for  2009   
Building the Laurel Area Faith in Action program over the past seven years has 
been both a pleasure and the challenge of a lifetime.  Many organizations, 
churches, and individuals have worked together to address the needs of our aging 
vulnerable population.  The need (currently two new requests per week and new 
areas waiting to receive services) and interest (new volunteers, teams, partners) is 
keen and we believe we play a vital role in the effort to keep people in their 
homes with dignity and quality of life.   
 
Our constant challenge remains funding to support the program operations.  
We have been blessed with strong financial support from the United Way of 
Westmoreland County, but their support does not exceed 25% of our budget.  
Many local foundations, organizations, and individuals provide much needed 
support, but it is a constant struggle to seek additional funding. 
 
We are introducing two exciting new programs soon that will help us to sustain 
our program and we will invite you to participate.   We will also ask you to help 
us to promote our programs to your friends and family in the community.    
 
We are grateful for the efforts of all our Board, Volunteers, Churches, and 
Community Partners.   Working together, we are making a real difference in 
many lives in our communityÉ even our own!       
 
New Year Blessings! 
Jane Kerr, Executive Director 
 
 
 

ÒE-Memor iesÓ 
at www.laurelfia.org 

Donations in Memory of a 
loved one are online!  Visit 
our website and go to the 
Memorials page.  We post all 
donations Ð donors and the Òin 
memory ofÓ names on the 
website so that loved ones far 
and near can see all who have 
sent donations.  This is a 
wonderful way to support our 
program and tell the world 
how important someone is/was 
in your life. 

 
Please consider   

Laurel Faith in Action for 
Memorial designations and 

donations 

Nonprofit Organization 
U.S. Postage PAID 

Latrobe, PA 
Permit No. 59  


